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Dog Trot is Almost Here  

PAWPRINTS 
The News le t te r  o f  the  H i l l  Coun t r y  SPCA 

The Third Annual Hill Country SPCA Dog Trot Fun Run and Walk will take place 

Saturday, May 17th, 2008 at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA, 2981 Highway 16 

South. The 5K Fun Run will start at 9:00 AM, and the 1 - 5 K Fun Run/Walk will follow 

at 9:15 AM. The route for both events is along rolling, scenic Boos Lane, with the 5K 

participants running/walking to River Road and back and the 1K walkers turning around 

at the designated marker.  This is a rolling hills event, and water stations for both pets 

and people will be placed strategically along the course. 

 

April 27  -  May 3  

is  

Volunteer 

Appreciation Week  

Volunteers are vital 

partners at the Hill 

Country SPCA.  

Thanks for all you do!  

 

Calendar  

May 2-3  Rawhide Trunk  
 Sale 

May 17 Dog Trot   Register on -line at active.com /event_detail.cfm?event_id=1438631  

 Day of race registration for both events 

will begin at 7:30 AM. You can register on

-line or pick up a registration form at the 

Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA The 

registration fee  is $15 until May 5 and $20 

after that date, and includes a tee shirt for 

the two-legged participant and special Dog 

Trot bandannas for four-legged runners and 

walkers. 

Last year over 100 runners and walkers 

participated, most of them accompanied by 

their dogs, and a good time was had by all. 

To add to this yearôs fun, an expanded 

midway is planned. Of course, Dudleyôs 

Diner will be back, along with Photo Finish 

for commemorative photos of the event. 

Music will again be provided by Graham 

Pearson, and several local businesses will  

be present, offering animal- and fitness-

related items for sale. 

This year, The NoMads will present a 

dog agility demonstration, and Habitat for 

Horses and Wildlife Rescue representatives 

plan to be present to discuss their programs 

to rescue and rehabilitate other needy Hill 

Country animals.  

Also new this year will be a really 

fabulous raffle, featuring a video iPod, a 

childôs bike, a fire pit, a B&B stay, and 

other wonderful prizes. Tickets are $1 each, 

or six for $5.  

Donôt miss this fun, family event. As 

always, all proceeds go to benefit the Hill 

Country SPCA shelter dogs and cats. 



Hill Country SPCA  

Mission Statement  

Because every single animal has 

value, the Hill Country SPCA is 

dedicated to:  

Preventing cruelty and neglect 

of domesticated animals in the 

Texas Hill Country  

Reducing the number of 

homeless and unwanted 

companion animals  

Eliminating euthanasia of 

unwanted animals  

Fostering responsible pet 

ownership  

Providing shelter and 

placement services for 

homeless and unwanted 

animals  

Paddy Had Quite a Party  

 

Hill Country SPCA  

Board of Directors  

President  Chris Ward  

Vice President  Kellie Allen  

Secretary  John Klein  

Treasurer  Judy Unger  

Directors:  Trudy Brune  

  Dudley Kiefer  

  Karen Kiehne  

  Ruth Lusk  

  Karen   

  Weinheimer  

 

Hours of Operation  

 

Mon. -Fri. 10AM ñ6PM 

Sat. 10AMñ4PM 

Sun. Closed  

 

We are located at:  

2981 South Highway 16  

Fredericksburg, TX  

PAWPRINTS is published quarterly 

by the Hill Country SPCA, a 

charitable non -profit private 

corporation, at Fredericksburg, 

Texas.  

Judy Unger  

Kristie Jacoby  

Editors and Publishers  

www.hillcountryspca.com  
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Yôall come to the Manuel trunk show at Rawhide! 

Saturday, March 15, was warm and sunny, and provided a perfect evening 

for the third annual Paddyôs Party at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA. 

Over 100 party goers enjoyed the ñwearinô oô the green.ò  

Rawhide Trunk Sale to Benefit HCSPCA  

New this year was Ian Blackie, 

whose stirring bagpipe music raised 

more than a few goose bumps. Ian 

joined the Thompson family, who 

again provided Celtic music and 

dancing for the enjoyment of the 

party goers.  

As another first, author Kelly 

Carper Polden and illustrator Cheryl 

Eckenrode autographed copies of 

Puppy Tales: The Adventure of 

Adam the Australian Shepherd, the 

story of Kellyôs rescued puppy and 

his ranch adventures.   

The buffet  supper,  ably 

organized by Donna Roche, again 

featured corned beef, and Gail 

Gribbin again presided over the Irish 

Soda Bread table. 

The highlight of the evening was 

the silent auction. Items were 

displayed from one end of the shelter 

to the other and ranged from jewelry 

and bath products to a B&B stay and 

a catered dinner.  

Thanks to event organizer, 

Carolyn Ward and her hard working 

volunteers, Paddyôs Party brought in 

over $4000 to support the operation 

of the shelter, which provides a 

temporary home for cats and dogs 

awaiting new families. 

On May 2 and 3, Rawhide, which bills itself as ñfor the cowboy and 

cowgirl in all of us,ò will sponsor a trunk show of the Manuel spring and 

summer collection. Each year, Rawhide owner Sue Porter and her trunk show 

designer donate a portion of the profits from the  annual trunk show to a non-

profit organization, and this year she has selected the Hill Country SPCA as 

the recipient. 

The festivities start Friday with 

wine and cheese from 4 PM until 8 

PM and continue on Saturday from 10 

AM until 6 PM.  

Manuel ñMannyò Cuevas, Jr.,  co-

designer of the Manuel ready to wear 

line and son of the legendary Manuel 

Cuevas who created signature outfits 

for Elvis, Johnny Cash and Dolly 

Parton, will be on hand to show off 

their new spring and summer 

fashions. 

Saying his designs are inspired by 

his fatherôs legacy, Manny has created 

denim skirts, tops, and jeans that are 

intended for the man or woman with 

style and confidence who know how 

to put themselves together and want 

timeless clothing. 

Donôt miss this opportunity to 

meet Manny, see and buy his 

ñcowboy glitzò clothes, and help out 

the HC SPCA shelter animals all at 

the same time. 

Rawhide is located at 248 West 

Main Street, here in Fredericksburg. 



Hill Country SPCA  

1st Qtr 2008  Expenses  

 

Advertising/PR Exp  

Animal Related Exp  

Bank/CC Charges  

Computer Exp  

Dues & Subscriptions  

Insurance  

Janitorial Supplies  

Office Supplies  

Payroll Expenses  

Payroll Taxes  

Professional Fees  

Repairs & Maint.  

Telephone Exp  

Utilities  

Veterinary  

Other  

Total YTD Expenses  

Spay/Neuter Fund  

 

Hill Country SPCA  

Adoption Statistics  

1st Qtr 2008   

 Dogs:   33 

 Cats:   20 

 Total:  53 

 Returned  

 to Owner/  

 Other  6 

Wish List  

Kitty Litter  

Bleach  

High Efficiency Laundry 

Detergent  

Collars and Leashes  

Fabuloso  

Paper Towels  

Printer/Copy Paper  

File Folders  

Postage Stamps  

Volunteers!!!  
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$1,954  

$2,304  

$261  

$631  

0 

0 

$122  

$684  

$21,748  

$1,844  

$3,623  

$294  

$559  

$2,255  

$877  

$13,416  

$50,572  

  $6,133  

www.hillcountryspca.com  NoMads :  www.mar -b-poodles.com/nomads/nomads.htm  

Dog Agility  

Dog agility is a sport in which a handler directs a dog through an obstacle 

course in a race for both time and accuracy. Dogs must run off-leash with no 

food or toys as incentives. The handler can touch neither dog nor obstacles, 

except accidentally. Consequently, the handler's controls are limited to voice, 

movement, and various body signals, requiring exceptional training of the 

animal. 

In its simplest form, an agility 

course consists of a set of standard 

obstacles, laid out on a roughly 100 

by 100 foot area, with numbers 

indicating the order in which the dog 

must complete the obstacles. Courses 

are complicated enough that a dog 

could not complete them correctly 

without human direction.  

Because each course is different, 

handlers are allowed a short walk-

through before the competition starts. 

During this time, they determine how 

they can best position themselves and 

guide their dogs to get the most 

accurate and rapid path around the 

numbered obstacles. Since the 

handler tends to run a path much 

different from the dog's, the handler 

can sometimes spend quite a bit of 

time planning what is usually a quick 

run. 

Each dog and handler team gets 

one opportunity  to attempt to 

complete the course successfully. The 

dog begins behind a starting line and, 

when instructed by his handler, 

proceeds around the course. The 

handler typically runs near the dog, 

directing the dog with spoken 

commands and with body language 

Because speed counts as much as 

accuracy, especially at higher levels 

of competition, this all takes place at 

a full-out run on the dog's part and, in 

places, on the handler's part as well. 

Scoring of runs is based on how 

many faults are incurred. Penalties 

can include not only course faults, 

such as knocking down a bar in a 

jump, but also time faults, which are 

the number of seconds over the 

calculated standard course time 

(SCT), which is determined based on 

the competition level, the complexity 

of the course, and other factors. 

Text and images from Wikipedia.com  

Donõt miss the chance to see the  NoMads Agility demonstration 

10:30 AM,  May 17  

at Dog Trot 2008  

Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA, 2981 Highway 16 South  
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We wish Jax well and will follow his continuing progress  

Pet Tales:  Jax The Miracle Dog! by Ruth Lusk  

Jax is a blue/white merle Australian shepherd. With  his ears laid back and his timid 
nature, he  had a pretty tough life.  His best day was when the Gutierrez family walked 

into the SPCA looking for a dog, and his worst day was in January, 2008 when a 

mountain lion attacked him.  This is his story ... 

Jax was surrendered for adoption due to inadequate housing and was brought to the 

Hill Country SPCA on October 3, 2007.  On October 22, Mike Guitierrez decided that 
Jax should have a forever home with the Guitierrez  family.  He spent every afternoon 
the next week with Jax , getting to know him and making sure that Jax would feel 

comfortable with the family.  The decision was made, and Jax went to his new home on 

October 30, 2007. All was fine until January. 

On January 30, 2008 , when Jax was at the ranch doing his job protecting the 
horses, he was attacked by a mountain lion. Jax sustained extensive cuts, bite wounds,  
and a massive trauma to his back where the lion grabbed him by the  scruff of his neck. 

He managed to free himself from the mountain lion, and 

somehow he got back to the ranch house, where he hid under 

a porch.  

When he was found, he was rushed to Compassionate 
Care Animal Hospital. . (See compassionatecarevet.net.).  Jax 
was in shock, and it took Dr. Susan Fritz 4 hours, 14 suture 

packets, and over 1000 sutures to patch up his neck wound 
and the many lacerations and tears over his entire body.. Jax 
stayed at Compassionate Care for 23 days, undergoing daily 

hydrotherapy and several surgeries to debride his wounds. 
Though his injuries were grave, Jax never once snapped or 

growled during his treatments. Everyone at Compassionate 

Care became attached to Jax and were sorry to see him leave.. 

By the end of February, the major emergency issues were 

resolved, and Jax was ready to begin long term care, which is 
being provided by Dr. Andy Anderson  and Ms. Shelly 

Hickman at South Texas Veterinarian Specialists in San 
Antonio. (See www.stvetspecialists.com.)  Jax has completed 

four phases of treatment so far:  

Phase one, a skin graft to cover the bare spot on his back, 
failed due to the numerous puncture wounds that had 

caused decreased blood supply to the area. 

Phase two, another skin graft,  was only 30-40% 
successful.   Jaxôs metabolism had slowed, and it was  as 

if his body had decided it was ok to have this wound and 

to give up on healing. 

Phase three was V.A.C.® therapy, a medical procedure 
for treating traumatic and chronic wounds utilizing a 
negative pressure healing system. This procedure was 

developed to treat human beings by Kinetic Concepts 
(KCI®), a wound care specialist company in San 
Antonio. KCI has committed to help Jax and see him 

through his remaining surgeries and skin recovery. 

Phase four, a combined skin graft procedure and V.A.C. 

therapy,  appears to have been 60-80% successful. 

Dr. Anderson gives much credit to Shelly Hickman, who 
has worked tirelessly to assure that Jaxôs dressings are 
changed and the VAC therapy properly applied. She has 

provided all manner of daily treatments, including  weekend 

and evening care. 

When asked about this dogôs spirit and will to live, Dr. 
Anderson couldnôt say enough.  ñHe is an incredible dog.  
Living in a small cage, with the V.A.C. therapy, 20 different 

times under anesthesia and multiple, multiple dressing 
changes, he is a trooper and an absolute pleasure to take care 

of.  If he was human, he would be one of those people that 
always had a smile on their face and a kind word for anyone 
no matter the circumstances..ò Dr. Anderson says Jaxôs 

prognosis is good. 

Amazingly, this once timid dog has become gregarious, 

and he is now a dog that doesnôt meet a stranger!  

Once Jax recovers, he will retire from being a herd dog 
that protects ranch animals and will become the ñshop dogò at 

the Secret Garden, owned by Kathy Guitierrez. (See 
www.thesecretgardentexas.com.)  He is a part of the 

Guitierrez family and is loved and missed by all. 

The Hill Country SPCA would like to thank the Gutierrez 
family for  their commitment to this dog.  They truly define 

what it means to rescue an animal and provide a ñforever 
home.ò  We would also like to thank Dr. Susan Fritz and her 
staff  at Compassionate Care Veterinary Hospital as well as 

Dr. Andy Anderson, Ms. Shelly Hickman and the staff at 

South Texas Veterinary Specialists for their many hours of 

care, worry, and compassion for this wonderful dog. 

Kristie and Jax, March 2008  
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Come see these dogs at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA  

Iôm a Good Doggie. Why Am I here? 

    Ju-Lye is a two-time HC SPCA 

dog. She was originally adopted 

from the old shelter but was 

returned recently when dementia 

developed in her ownerôs family 

and they could no longer care for 

her. 

Ju-Lye is seven years old and has a 

winning snaggle-toothed smile. She is small, sweet  

and, while she likes her toys, she is a very good napper. 

Ju-Lye would be a great companion for a senior citizen. 

Pinball is a five-year old Jack 

Russell Terrier. His owner died, and 

no one in the family was able to give 

him a home. 

Pinball is a busybody and 

somewhat independent, and he is a 

good watchdog. He does not like 

cats or other dogs very much and 

would prefer to be an ñonlyò child. 

Pinball is energetic and would make someone a good 

jogging partner.  

  CJ is a 15-month old 

Australian Shepherd/Kelpie 

mix. He is leash trained and 

does really well with children, 

but he acts crazy in a kennel. 

CJ is stubborn and needs a 

dominant owner who will 

establish that he/she is the 

leader of his pack. He is 

intelligent, however, and responds well to praise. CJ is 

energetic, loves to run, and will make a good family 

dog. 

     Tiger Lily is a seven year old 

boxer/retriever mix, with a short 

brindle coat and a white face. She 

came to the HC SPCA because her 

owner no longer had room for her. 

     Tiger Lily is a quiet dog and, 

although not a barker, would make 

a good watchdog because of her size. She is laid back 

and tends to ignore other dogs and would be content to 

be a backyard dog, but would also make a great couch 

potato. No need for obedience training the is a gem. 

Suzee is a five year old Chow 

Chow mix. Her owner went into 

an assisted-living apartment and 

could not take Suzee with her. 

Suzee is medium sized and 

weighs about 50 pounds. She has 

long light brown fur with a plumy 

cream-colored tail. 

Suzee is very gentle and easy going, walks well on a 

leash, and likes to play with other dogs. She would be a 

good fit for anyone. 

     Penny is a Jack Russell Terrier 

mix. She is two years old and came 

into the Trudy Brune Hill Country 

SPCA because of illness in her 

family. 

     Penny is a sweet girl who is shy 

around people she doesnôt know but 

will warm up given the chance, and is submissive with  

other dogs.   

Penny will need time to get to know her new owner, 

but with treats and love and lap time, she will make 

somebody a good companion. 


