
 

Fredericksburg, Texas 

Late Summer 2007 VOLUME 8 ISSUE 3 

In this Issue  

1 10th Anniversary   

2 Rescued!  

What is a Puppy Mill?  

3 Getting to Know ...  

4 Rescue Tales  

5 The Bulletin Board  

6 The Next Steps  

Texas Laws  

7 How Many Dogs ...  

8 Brick Pavers  

9 Memorials  

Donôt Miss It!  

Hill Country SPCA  

10th Anniversary 

ñAnimal Houseò 

Extravaganza  

October 20, 2007  

St Josephôs Halle 

6 PM 

Celebrating 10 years 

of helping animals in 

the Texas Hill Country  

Calendar  

Oct 20 10th Anniversary  

Oct 20 - Endowment Fund  

Dec 31 Pledge Drive  

Nov 24  Santa Paws  

Dec 1, 8, 15 Remember  -  It is, and always has been, all about the animals.  

This year, 2007, the Hill Country SPCA celebrates 10 years of helping companion 

animals in the Texas Hill Country. From our beginnings in 1997, when we housed 

adoptive animals in ñfoster homesò and ran an adoption center in the old Wal-Mart 

parking lot, to our spectacular new home in the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA, we have 

come a long way.  

Over these 10 years, we have found loving new homes for more than 2200 dogs and cats 

and have provided no-cost spay/neuter vouchers for more than 2500 additional animals 

Please join us in celebrating these very 

successful years at our  Animal House 

Extravaganza, to be held Saturday, 

October 20, at St Josephôs Halle, starting at 

6 PM. 

We will serve hors dôoeuvres, desserts, 

wine, beer, soft drinks, coffee,  and  

reminisce on the trials, tribulations, and 

triumphs that we have experienced so far.  

We will laugh - and maybe cry - as we 

enjoy a Togs and Tails Fashion Show. 

There will be a huge raffle and the first Hill 

Country SPCA Friend of the Animals will 

be recognized. 

This is a family friendly event, and we 

issue a special invitation to current and 

past volunteers, current and past adopters, 

and current and past supporters to join us 

as we look back - and look forward to the 

next ten years. 

YôAll Come!        

All proceeds from this event will go to 

the Hill Country SPCA Endowment Fund. 

If you can not attend, consider making a 

10th Anniversary Donation to the 

Endowment Fundðour financial Rock of 

Gibraltar. 
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Hill Country SPCA  

Mission Statement  

Because every single animal has 

value, the Hill Country SPCA is 

dedicated to:  

Preventing cruelty and neglect 

of domesticated animals in the 

Texas Hill Country  

Reducing the number of 

homeless and unwanted 

companion animals  

Eliminating euthanasia of 

unwanted animals  

Fostering responsible pet 

ownership  

Providing shelter and 

placement services for 

homeless and unwanted 

animals  
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Texas.  
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On June 1, 2007, volunteers from the Hill Country SPCA rescued twenty-three 

dogs and two tiny newborn Scotty puppies from a puppy mill, where the adult dogsô  

only purpose in life was to produce as many puppies as fast as possible. 

These dogs were in dire condition, 

both physically and emotionally. They 

had spent their lives living in small, 

filthy rabbit hutches, or dirt floor cages 

barely having room to move around. 

They were teeming with fleas and 

internal parasites, had not been fed 

adequately, had received virtually no 

medical care, and had experienced only 

minimal human contact.  

Sadly, one of the Scotty puppies died 

the day after coming to the shelter. The 

other animals, however, after more than 

two months ñin the arms of the good 

guys,ò are enjoying better health, and 

their social skills are improving every 

single day. Eighteen of these rescued 

dogs have already been adopted and are 

enjoying their new ófur-everô homes.  

Sincere thanks go to the staff and 

volunteers who spent countless hours 

helping these animals adjust to their new 

lives. It took hours and hours of é poop-

scooping, hosing and bleaching runs, 

...sitting in runs trying to convince the 

dogs that people can be kind and good, 

...bringing chicken broth to entice 

tentative appetites, ...giving extra baths ... 

and teaching basic manners. The rewards 

- the first tentative tail-wag or gentle lick 

on a hand, followed up by the dogsô 

gradual building of trust and return to 

good health - made all the effort 

worthwhile. 

Shortly after the rescue, Lovie, a 

Schnauzer, gave birth to a litter of seven, 

and Mindy, a Beagle mama, had a litter 

of six. And, now, the sounds of playful 

puppy barks and happy volunteers fill the 

Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA 

Truly, this rescue is the finest thing 

that the Hill Country SPCA has ever 

done.              (See Page 4 for pictures.) 
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According to the Humane Society of the United States (hsus.org), a puppy mill is 

a breeding facility that produces purebred puppies in large numbers. The puppies may 

be sold directly to the public via the Internet or newspaper ads, at the mill itself, or 

they are sold to brokers and pet shops across the country.  

The documented problems of puppy 

mills include over breeding, inbreeding, 

minimal veterinary care, poor quality of 

food and shelter, lack of socialization 

with humans, overcrowded cages, and 

the killing of unwanted animals.  

To the unwitting consumer, this 

situation frequently means buying a 

puppy facing an array of immediate 

veterinary problems or harboring 

genetically borne diseases that do not 

appear until years later.  

Sadly, some dogs are forced to live 

in puppy mills for their entire lives. They 

are kept there for one reason only: to 

produce more puppies. Repeatedly bred, 

many of ñbrood bitchesò are killed  when 

they can no longer produce puppies. 
 

From  wikepedia.com:  A breeder 

who produces puppies with no breeding 

program, little attention to puppy 

placement, and poor health and 

socialization practices. Conditions in 

puppy mills are generally substandard 

and may be deplorable, and puppies and 

adult dogs may be malnourished, sickly, 

and of poor temperament.  

Rescued!  

What is a Puppy Mill?  

Be wary of the source of a puppy  



Hill Country SPCA  

Expenses, January -  July 2007  

 

Advertising/PR Exp  

Animal Related Exp  

Bank/Credit Card 

Charges  

Computer Exp  

Dues and Subscrip-

tions  

Insurance  

Janitorial/Cleaning 

Sup.  

Office Supplies  

Payroll Expenses  

Payroll Taxes  

Professional Fees  

Repairs and Maint.  

Telephone Exp  

Utilities  

Veterinary  

Non -Cash Good & 

Services(Value based)  

 

Total YTD Expenses  

Spay/Neuter  

Hill Country SPCA  

Adoption Statistics  

January - August 2007  

  

Wish List  

Bleach  

Kitty Litter  

Collars and Leashes  

Paper Towels  

Towels  

Postage Stamps  

Printer Paper  

Laundry Detergent  

Volunteers!!!  

$3295  

$4593  

$819  

 

$466  

$100  

 

$3167  

$429  

 

$843  

$53,214  

$4135  

$2430  

$509  

$1433  

$5494  

$3251  

$4401  

 $89,658  

 $7358  

Adam Haun has been working at the Hill Country 

SPCA for four years. He was born and raised in  

Fredericksburg and had worked part time for Laird 

Lawrence at Hill Country Veterinary Clinic   for six years 

before coming the HC SPCA in the summer of 2003. In 

February of this year, Adam and his long time sweetheart, 

Isabella were married. 

Adam has always liked animals, and 

his family had cats, so working with 

animals was a natural for him. 

Adam works the early shift at the 

shelter, usually starting around 5 AM. 

His first job each morning is to feed the 

dogs. Afterwards,  he puts the ñquietò 

dogs, those who wonôt bark and wake 

the neighbors, in the outside runs. He 

then does the first of the dayôs several 

cleanings of the dog runs and cleans the 

dog area hallways so that everything is 

ship shape and shiny clean when the 

Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA opens 

at 10 AM. 

Adam finds it fun to come to work 

each day because he enjoys the dogs so 

much. He likes watching them react to 

people and says they are always glad to 

see him when he arrives. Adamôs least 

favorite chore is washing windows and 

doors. It seems that somebody 

invariably puts fingerprints on them as 

soon as theyôre clean!! 

Gail and Pat Gribbon have been 

volunteering at the Hill Country SPCA since 

almost as long as it has been in existence - 1998 

- and over the years have done just about 

everything. 

In the early days, they were active 

participants in garage sales and held several at 

their home, once raising more than $3000 for 

the animals. Pat keeps the grass around the 

shelter mowed, and both enjoyed  the July 

ñweed pullin party.ò 

Currently, Gail and Pat head up the 

Canister Committee. Along with seven 

fellow committee members, they collect 

money from donation canisters located 

at 64 area businesses. Though itôs 

usually nickels and dimes and one dollar 

bills, the canister money amounted to 

more than $4500 in the first six months 

of this year! 

But their signature event is Paddyôs 

Party. (Pat is from Ireland and Gail  is 

also of Irish heritage.) Pat is the Paddyôs 

Party doorman, welcoming arrivals with 

his Irish lilt, and Gail (with the help of 

others) bakes loaves and loaves of Irish 

soda bread. This year, it was their Irish 

flag a-flyinô out front, and they arranged 

for the wonderful Irish dancers. Paddyôs 

Party wouldnôt be Paddyôs Party 

without them. 
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Pat and Gail, with Alice  

Getting to Know Adam Haun  

Getting to Know Gail and Pat Gribbon  

God, Make Me The Person My Dog Thinks I Am ðAnonymous  

Total:  150  

Dogs:    96 

Cats:    54 
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Stop by the Trudy Brune HCSPCA to see 

Danaôs masterpiece! 

Little Bit  

Rescue Tales: To Keep Ya Wagginô 

Before  

Before  

After  

Mork  After  

Tatum  

Before  

After  

After  

Before  

Reno  Before  

Thanks to Dana Zachary for the 

wonderful words above,  extracted from 

the beautiful display she created, below  

After  

Momma 
Mindy 
& Pups  

Momma 
Lovie & 

Pups  

We still have several Puppy Mill dogs who need great homes!!!  

 

 

 

 

The Puppy Mill Dogsô Manifesto 

 

We, the puppy mill dogs, do hereby 
declare 6/1/07 Independence Day 
The Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA, 
its benefactors, employees,  and 
volunteers are our heroes. 
 

The future is bright, and, as you can 
see, our eyes are brighter also. 
Before our Independence Day, we 
never allowed ourselves to believe 
such happiness was possible. Now, 
we live in anticipation of a family, to 
love and be loved in return.  Please 
find us the perfect fur-ever home. 
 

While we await our families, we reside 
�L�Q�� �³�%�U�X�Q�H�� �7�R�Z�Q�´�� �Z�L�W�K�� �0�D�\�R�U�� �.�U�L�V�W�L�H��
Jacoby and the crew. Come by soon 
and let us look you over. We might 
adopt you. 


