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Thoughts to Live By  

The best  things in life are  

furry!  

Purr more, hiss less.  

A dog has lots of friends 
because he wags his tail 

and not his tongue.  

A house is not a home 

without a pet.  

Dogs have owners, cats 

have staff.  

Properly trained, a man can 

be dog's best friend.  

Animals make us human.  

Dog Trot is Almost Here  

PAWPRINTS 
The  News le t te r  o f  the  H i l l  Coun t r y  SPCA 

The Fourth Annual Hill Country SPCA Dog Trot Fun Run and Walk will take place 

Saturday, May 23rd, 2009 at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA, 2981 State Highway 16 

South. The 5K Fun Run will start at 9:00 AM, and the 1K Fun Run/Walk will follow at 

9:15 AM. The route for both events is along rolling, scenic Boos Lane, with the 5K 

participants running/walking to River Road and back and the 1K walkers turning around at 

the designated marker.  This is a rolling hills event, and water stations for both pets and 

people will be placed strategically along the course. 

Calendar  

May  23        Dog Trot  

July  4          4th of July  
                     Parade 
 
August 21    Gillespie Cop.  
                      Fair Parade  

Registration is $20 until May 11ðit is  

$25 after that dateðand includes a tee-

shirts, guaranteed for those who pre-

register and a special Dog Trot bandana for 

the four legged runner or walker while 

supplies last.  

On-line registration for this event is 

now available via the Dog Trot Page at 

www.HillCountrySPCA.com.  For those 

who prefer to register in person or via mail,  

registration forms will be available at the 

Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA.  Day of 

race registration for both events will start at 

7:00 AM. 

New this year is the opportunity for 

runners and walkers to set up their own 

web pages so that friends and family 

members can join them in their fund-

raising efforts for the Hill Country SPCA. 

Details are available when you follow the 

ñRegister Nowò link on the Dog Trot page.  

Dog Trot Deli will be back again this 

year, along with Photo Finish for 

commemorative photos of the event, and 

the NoMads will again present a dog agility 

demonstration. 

This yearôs raffle features a trip any 

where in the continental US via United 

Airlines along with a 3-night stay at a La 

Quinta there.  Tickets are $1 each, or six for 

$5. 

Donôt miss this fun family event. As 

usual, all proceeds go to benefit the animals 

at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA 

shelter. 

Register On -Line: www.HillCountrySPCA.com  



Hill Country SPCA  

Mission Statement  

Because every single animal has 

value, the Hill Country SPCA is 

dedicated to:  

Preventing cruelty and neglect 

of domesticated animals in the 

Texas Hill Country  

Reducing the number of 

homeless and unwanted 

companion animals  

Eliminating euthanasia of 

unwanted animals  

Fostering responsible pet 

ownership  

Providing shelter and 

placement services for 

homeless and unwanted 

animals  

Annual Meeting  

 

Hill Country SPCA  

Board of Directors  

President  Chris Ward  
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Secretary  Ruth Lusk    

Treasurer  Judy Unger  

    Directors:   

Trudy Brune  Teresa Fransik  

Dudley Kiefer  Karen Kiehne  
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Hours of Operation  

Mon. -Fri. 10AM ñ6PM 

Sat. 10AMñ4PM 

Sun. Closed  

We are located at:  

2981 South Highway 16  

Fredericksburg, TX  

PAWPRINTS is published quarterly 

by the Hill Country SPCA, a 

charitable non -profit private 

corporation, at Fredericksburg, 

Texas.  

Judy Unger & Kristie Jacoby  

Editors and Publishers  

830-990-9085  

Email: hcspca@ktc.com  

Web site:                            

www.hillcountryspca.com  
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Itôs All About the Animals! 

Fun After Five a Double Success  

 At the March meeting of the Hill Country SPCA Board of Directors, Kristie 

Jacoby, shelter manager, reported that the February Chamber of Commerce Fun 

After Five event held at the shelter was a huge success. 

More than a hundred Chamber members and friends gathered in the 

Truchard Memory Garden for conversation, hors dôoeuvres, and door prizes. 

The Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA was decorated in a Valentineôs theme 

throughout, and each cat room and dog kennel sported a donation envelope so 

that attendees could vote for their favorite animal with their pocket change. 

Not only was several hundred dollars raised to support shelter operations, 

but two animals were adopted as a result of the event. Patchouli found a loving 

new home where she is thriving, and Doughty also found a new home.  

The 2009 Annual Meeting of the Hill Country SPCA was held April 13 in the 

Conference Room at the Law Enforcement Center. 

Treasurer Judy Unger presented the 2008 year end financial reports and noted 

that the Board of Directors and its Executive Committee have urgent financial is-

sues to resolve. Shelter Manager Kristie Jacoby reported that, in 2008, 223 ani-

mals were adopted  and 423 animals were spayed or neutered as a result of 

HCSPCA spay/neuter voucher program. 

The results of Paddyôs Party were discussed along with the upcoming Dog 

Trot Fun Run/Walk. The Board of Directors would like to sponsor a fall fun raiser 

event. Suggestions are welcomeðemail to hcspca@ktc.net. Also discussed was 

the need to aggressively market the RV donated by Chester and Kathy Foster 

John Klein presented the Executive Committeeôs nominations to the Board of 

Directors. Kellie Allen and John Klein were nominated to continue on the board, 

and Debbie Roberts was nominated to replace Karen Weinheimer, whose term had 

expired. There were no nominations from the floor, and the three nominees were 

accepted by acclamation. The Board of Director officers for 2009 are: Chris Ward, 

President; Kellie Allen, Vice-President; Ruth Lusk, Secretary; and Judy Unger, 

Treasurer. 

The HCSPCA Board of Directors meets at 6 PM on the second Monday of 

every month at the Trudy Brune Hill Country SPCA. Interested persons are wel-

come to attend with prior approval by the Executive Committee. The boardôs next 

regular meeting will be May 9. 



Hill Country SPCA  

2008  Expenses  

Advertising/PR Exp  

Animal Related Exp  

Bank/CC Charges  

Computer Exp  

Dues & Subscriptions  

Insurance  

Janitorial Supplies  

Office Supplies  

Payroll Expenses  

Payroll Taxes  

Postage/Mail  

Professional Fees  

Repairs & Maint.  

Telephone Exp  

Utilities  

Veterinary  

Other  

Total YTD Expenses  

 

Spay/Neuter                           $14,977  

Hill Country SPCA  

2008  Adoptions  

 Dogs:   130 

 Cats:   93 

 Total:  223 

 Returned  

 to Owner/  

 Other  14 

Wish List  

 Bleach  

 Collars and Leashes  

 Fabuloso  

File Folders  

High Efficiency  

Laundry Detergent  

Kitty Litter  

Paper Towels  

Postage Stamps  

Printer/Copy Paper  

Volunteers!!!  
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$5,811  

$7,590  

$ 1,123  

$1,621  

$ 

$5764  

$734  

$3,581  

$105,689  

$8,192  

$1,623  

$7,413  

$7,057  

$2,228  

$12,828  

$6,493  

$3,991  

$181,738  

www.hillcountryspca.com  

How It All Began  

ñTwo gaunt old horses strained their flanks and pawed at the icy pavement, 
but the overloaded horse car would not budge. It was the rush hour of a stormy 
night in New York in the ó70ôs, and the impatient driver brought his whip down 
with a crack on the struggling beasts. They reared and slithered and tried again. 

Out of the storm, into the light  of 
the horse car windows, strode a tall 
manðóa regular swell,ô the driver 
judged by the top hat, lifted cane, and 
the imperious expression of the long 
grave face. Overcrowded though the car 
was, youôd have to make room for a 
gent like that. 

But the stranger did not want a ride. 
Instead he asked the driver to order the 
excess passengers to descend. The load, 
he courteously pointed out, was far too 
great for the beasts who pulled it. When 
the driver rudely refused, the gentleman 
flashed a badge on his coat. When the 
passengers refused to move, he began 
pulling them off the steps. A plug-ugly 
who threatened the stranger found 
himself flung into a snow bank. 

Suddenly the temper of the crowd 
turned, and they raised resounding 
cheers for this gadfly of their 
consciencesðcheers for Henry Bergh, 
the crank, óthe Great Meddler,ô the self-
appointed crusader who singlehanded 
had begun the long battle against 
cruelty to animalsé. 

Early in 1866 Henry Bergh [had] 
called New Yorkers to a meeting out of 
which grew the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
whose charter bore the signatures of 
John Jacob Astor, Peter Cooper, August 
Belmont, James J. Roosevelt, Horace 
Greeley. Encouraged by them, Bergh 
got a law against cruelty to animals 
through the state legislatureé 

He still had to face not merely the 
publicôs apathy but the enmity of the 
many who exploited animals for gain. 

The horse railway companies were 
powerful in the legislature; the butchers, 
dairymen, and ósportsmenô who ruled 
dog fighting and cock fighting and live 
pigeon shooting had money behind 
them, more money than even rich 
Henry Bergh. They were set to fight 
him. And Bergh knew ité 

One blustery winter afternoon just as 
the horse cars were jammed with office 
workers going home, Bergh and his 
men gave orders to take from the traces 
every horse that was ill or sore. Two 
main streets were blocked for hours and 
thousands of people footed it uptown 
through slush and snow, wet hungry 
and mad. Next day, the Star headline 
read, óBergh on a bender; 5000 people 
go without their dinners to oblige him.ô 
But Horace Greeleyôs Tribune said, óA 
triumph for Mr. Berghðand a lesson 
about cruelty to animals.ô Berghôs name 
was on everyoneôs lips, and his society 
took another step forward in the public 
eyeé 

To him, there was a deep reason for 
being kind to animals, He held that it 
was the dignity of the human soul 
which suffered most when an animal 
was abused by manðthat cruelty is 
even more degrading to the one who 
inflicts it than it is painful to the victim. 
How far state and nation have carried 
the work thus begun is now a cause for 
national pride. Towering above it stands 
the tall, gaunt solitary figure of Henry 
Bergh. It has been remarked of him that 
óhe invented a new kind of goodness.ô 
Of very few people since the New 
Testament can that be said.ò 

The above is excerpted from ñHe Invented a New Kind of Goodness,ò Readerôs Digest, October 1941. 

The Hill Country SPCA is not affiliated with the ASPCA. However, by incor-

porating with ñSociety for Prevention of Cruelty to Animalsò in its name, the 

Hill Country SPCA agreed to follow the ASCPA mission ñto provide effective 

means for the prevention of cruelty to animals throughout the United States.ò 

The HCSPCA does this providing shelter and adoption services for unwanted 

animals, its spay/neuter and community outreach programs, and projects such as 

the 2007 puppy mill rescue. 

Thanks to Gail Gribbin who found the Readerõs Digest article. 
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Send your Pet Tales to : HCSPCA, 2981 S. Highway 16, Fredericksburg  ,or  

          www.HillCountrySPCA.com  

Support the 2009 Dog Trot Participants  

This year the Hill Country SPCA is soliciting animal lovers in our community to support the Dog Trot run-

ners and walkers by donating to their individual fundraising efforts. Participants who register online for Dog 

Trot are asked if they want to set up a personal fund raising page on behalf of the animals at Trudy Brune Hill 

Country SPCA and then seek contributions from their friends and family.  The top fundraiser  

ï The Top Dog! ï  

Will receive a cash prize and recognition for his or her efforts. 

If you have not yet received a request from a friend or family member and would like to support a walker 

or runner, hereôs how to do it: 

1. Go to the Hill Country SPCA home page, www.HillCountrySPCA.com  

and click on ñRegistration is Now Openò to learn more about Dog Trot. 

2. On the Dog Trot page, click to on the ñSupport the Dog Trotò button. 

3. On the event registration page, search to view the list of fund raisers. 

4. Select the person you wish to support and make a donation! 

The Dog Trot is a wonderful community event that raises money to allow the Hill Country SPCA to con-

tinue its mission of providing shelter and placement services for unwanted animals in the Texas Hill Country. 

It is fun-filled, and family- and pet-oriented. Join us at the event on Saturday, May 23rd and support a partici-

pant ï or more than one! Remember, itôs all about the animals. 

Be Prepared  

With recent TV news coverage of wildfires threatening, and sometimes destroying, homes in many loca-

tions across the nation, it is important to recognize that Gillespie Country is not immune to disaster. We, as 

animal lovers and pet owners, need to be prepared to evacuate not only ourselves but also our animals in the 

event of a wild fire, chemical spill, severe storm, or other such disaster. 

To be prepared for such an action, each of us needs to have a written plan that identifies where we would 

go and what we would take with us. It is important that we plan to take our pets with us and be able to care for 

them no matter where we go. 

We should have a ñGo Boxò containing important pet papers and pet care supplies ready to go at a mo-

mentôs notice.  

The Go Box should contain a copy of our petsô recent vet histories, showing vaccinations and any medical 

conditions, and a picture of each of them, preferably alongside a family member. The purpose of the pictures 

is to be able to more easily reunite us and our pets if we should become separated.  The box should also con-

tain pet care supplies such as collars, leashes, paper towels, kitty litter, pooper scoops, plastic baggie, etc. Pet 

food and regular medications should be easily available for inclusion in the box. 

Having your pet microchipped and noting the microchip ID number on the petôs vet history is a smart pre-

caution, as is posting a pet rescue sticker on a door at your home in case you canôt get home in time and 

someone else will have to rescue your pets.  

You can have your pet microchipped and pick up a pet rescue sticker at the Trudy Brune Hill Country 

SPCA, 2981 Highway 16 South. Do so today ï itôs better to be safe than sorry! 

http://www.hillcountryspca.com
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 What a Party!  

More than 250 people enjoyed Paddyôs RockônôRoll into Spring party at Turner Hall on March 21.  Many came 

dressed in outfits out of the  50ôs and 60ôs - poodle skirts and crinolines,  rolled up jeans, loafers and white socks,  

teased hair on gals, greased hair on guys - and one of the Pink Ladies even made an appearance! 

Thirty-three RPM records and tissue paper flowers on the 

tables and hanging from the rafters set the theme, and music by 

the Spare Parts Band kept the dance floor crowded all evening.  

The hula hoop contest and the silent auction were winners, 

but the biggest winners of all were the animals. More than 

$7000 was raised to  support the operation of the Trudy Brune 

Hill Country SPCA shelter. Thanks to all who attended and to 

the many volunteers who made the night so much fun. 

We Could Have Danced All Night!  

Photos at left: Chris the Greaser, Amanda 

and Danielle, Graham the Music Maker 

Above: Assembling Last Minute Decora-

tions, Dancing the Night Away 

Photos at right: Jillian and her Hula Hoop, 

Poodle Skirt!, Ruth Leads a Line Dance 


